THE PASSING OF KING EDWARD
lively consciousness of the gulf between wealth and poverty.
Socialism in these years and later has had no more serviceable auxiliary
than the picture pages of the popular press. The same causes were
powerfully influencing politics and the public attitude to them.
Regard and reverence for Parliament became more difficult as the
newspapers discarded the full and consecutive reports of former times
and concentrated on " scenes " and incidents which they thought
likely to catch the fancy of their million readers. In the days before
wireless the proprietors of newspapers had for the time being a
monopoly of mass-suggestion, and they used it in all directions to
shatter the proprieties and solemnities of the Victorian period, and
often with a light-hearted disregard of the indefinable something
which that period called the public interest.
5
Such in general was the background against which the Parliamentary
struggle was proceeding at the time of King Edward's death. The
rich and conservative classes were greatly alarmed, and magnified the
demands made on them out of all reasonable proportion. In resisting
they had landed themselves in a position in which much more was
at stake than the few millions of the Lloyd George Budget, but they
still clung to the hope of a reaction which would save the House of
Lords and sweep their assailants off the scene. We get a hint of their
mood in the long telegram which the Kaiser dispatched from Windsor,
where he had gone for the King's funeral, to his Chancellor Bethmann
Hollweg : a telegram, as he described it, summarizing " talks with his
relatives, with gentlemen of the Court, with certain old acquaintances,
and many distinguished persons." The general conclusion, he re-
ported, was " somewhat as follows: People's minds are wholly
occupied with the internal situation and its insecure future. The
outlook all round is black. The Government is thoroughly hated.
It is impossible to find words strong enough to express what is felt
about the character of the Ministry. For the present no one sees any
way out. It is reported with satisfaction that in the days after the
King's death and during the lying-in-state the Prime Minister and
other of his colleagues were publicly hissed in the streets and that
expressions like ' you have killed the King * were heard. A demon-
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